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HoF News

The 2007 Kansas Music Hall of Fame induction ceremony was a big success.  Many of those in attendance say it was the best show we’ve done.  There was a variety of musical styles and the show moved along smoothly.  The only down side was the weather.  Some of the fans who had purchased tickets were unable to attend due to freezing rain, ice and snow across the area.  Ironically, it was sunny and 55 only a couple of days earlier.

The weekend began with the “unplugged” show at the Holiday Inn on Friday evening with especially entertaining performances by Allen Blasco, Chet Nichols and host Dennis Fox Higgins.  The crowd included several of this year’s inductees and their families.  The bar did great business and looks forward to us returning next year.

At Saturday’s ceremony, Jay McShann’s Directors’ Award was accepted by the president of his record company.  Dawayne Bailey’s children accepted his award and shared stories of life on the road with their father when he was playing with the band Chicago.  Martina McBride and Marilyn Maye were also unable to attend, with Martina in the studio finishing up her new album which will be released next month, and Marilyn was stuck in Houston.

Chanute’s Common Few? Kicked off the night’s music with a tight set that served as a great introduction to those in attendance who were not familiar with the band:  
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Then Frank Plas and the Silver Tones showed why they influenced so many Kansas City bands that followed them as they rocked the joint with a mix of their own songs and a few “covers.”
Next up were Topeka’s Rising Suns:
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They were followed by the Coffeyville version of the Rising Suns featuring Bill Snow:
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Both showed why they each deserved to be on the stage that night. 
Then it was the Blue Riddim Band’s turn to fill the dance floor with their reggae rhythms:
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  Jim Stinger and Tide wrapped up the evening, and even though Jim was battling walking pneumonia he showed every guitarist in the building how to play the instrument.
Editing on the DVD of the show is already underway.  We’re also looking at the possibility of doing a double CD of the music.  In the coming months there will be several new merchandise offerings on the Hall of Fame’s webpage.
 
Inductee News

2006 Inductee Melissa Etheridge, Oscar nominated for her “I Need to Wake Up” from Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth,” was asked recently to compare being nominated for an Oscar to being nominated for a Grammy.  “Being an Oscar nominee is a hundred times more intense,” she replied.  “It’s old school.  They have rules—and they do things by the rules.  The Grammies are more laid back.”  She did concede that this is her first Oscar nomination, while she’s been Grammy nominated fourteen times.
The Academy Awards ceremony is February 25.
 

On Thursday Al Gore announced a series of worldwide concerts to focus on the threat of global warming  The 24-hour event is part of a campaign called “Save Our Selves—The Campaign for a Climate in Crisis.  More than 100 performers are scheduled to appear in the July concerts, including Melissa Etheridge


Martina McBride’s ninth album “Waking Up Laughing” hits the stores on April 3, 2007, and she’ll kick off her next tour on Thursday evening, April 12 at 7:30 Kansas City’s Kemper Arena.  Tickets go on sale to the public on March 3rd.  Tickets are $44.75 and $54.75 and can be charged by phone at 816-931-3330.  We’ll have the complete tour schedule in next week’s newsletter.  

The debut single from “Waking Up Laughing,” is called “Anyway” and is currently at number nine on the country charts after only eight weeks, making it her fastest selling single ever and her first songwriting credit.  She co-wrote two other songs on the album and solo-produced the whole thing.  A four-time CMA vocalist of the year, Martina is currently nominated for a 2007 Grammy for “I Still Miss Someone” off her platinum-selling “Timeless” CD.

********************************************************************************


2005 Inductees Brewer & Shipley will be headlining a fundraiser for KKFI Radio on Saturday, April 14, at 8 p.m. in the Community Christian Church, 4601 Main Street in Kansas City, MO.  The opening act will be former Rainmaker Bob Walkenhorst.  Reserved tickets are $25 and general admission tickets are $18 in advance, $23 on the day of the show.  Tickets are available at the KKFI offices or from www.brownpapertickets.com.  
********************************************************************************

Other upcoming shows of note:


Singer/songwriter Dana Cooper will be opening for Jesse Winchester at the Bluebird Café in Nashville the Tuesday, February 20.  After the show, Dana heads west to wrap up the week with three shows in California (Alta Dena, Hermosa Beach and Santa Barbara).  Next Sunday he’ll conduct a creative songwriting class at the Santa Barbara Songwriting Workshop Series 2007.
*****


The Merle Jam at Knucklehead’s in Kansas City on May 5th will be a benefit for the Heart Transplant Program at St. Luke’s Mid-America Heart Institute.  The show is scheduled to begin at two in the afternoon and will run at least 12 hours, with music from Blue 88, 4 Fried Chickens and a Coke, Fast Johnny Ricker, Trampled Under Foot, Levee Town, Lee McBee & the Confessors, and the Rumblejets.  You can also expect special appearances by many other local blues artists including DC Bellamy and Mo Paul.
********************************************************************************

Recent eBay Sales

A 1985 Gibson Les Paul Sunburst guitar that used to belong to Kerry Livgren drew 47 bids, topping out at $1390.

The Logos LP “Firesides & Guitars” on Audio House sold for $169.49.


An early-90s reissue of the Smack’s self-titled LP sold for $107.50.
 
A blue vinyl Tips 45 on Audio House “Hawk It To ‘Em” b/w “If I Say” 
went for $61.00


A copy of the Dinks 45 “Nina-Kocka-Nina” b/w “Penny A Tear Drop” brought a final bid of $33.11.
Reviews Needed

If you’ve seen a Kansas or Kansas City performer recently or picked up a new release by an area artist, tell the rest of us about it.  We’ll publish reviews up to 200 words in length in future Hall of Fame newsletters.

********************************************************************************

That’s it for this week, but watch your email next week for another newsletter.

Bill Lee

President

Kansas Music Hall of Fame
